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Ban the bigger beggar

T h e  p ro p o sed  Bill to  p u t  a  b an  
on  bogging Is y e t a n o th e r  in s t 
an ce  o f  th e  G o v ern m en t try ing  
to  cam o u flag e  i ts  failures. 
F o u r-a n d -h a lf  d e ca d es  a f te r  
ta k in g  o v e r  th e  re in s  o f  th e  
co u n try , o u r  p o litic ians an d  
p la n n e rs  a r e  im ab lo  to  p rov ide 
b asic  econom ic  a n d  soc ial se c u 
rity  to  a  
la rg e  n u m 
b e r  o f  th e  
populace .
In d eed , a  
d is to rted  
an d  b iased  
developm 
e n t  p ro 
cess  h a s  
d isp laced 
a n d  d isp o s 
sessed  
th o se  w ho 
w e re  eking 
o u t a  liveli
hood , an d  
p u t  all 
n a tu ra l 
a n d  fin an 
c ia l r e s o u r 
c es  In th e
h a n d s  o f a  sm all b u t pow erfu l 
e lite . In  a  h a p h a z a rd  d evelop 
m en t. w h ile  th e  r ic h  h av e  b eco 
m e  r ic h e r , m illions o r  people  
w ho a r e  re n d e re d  d e s titu te  by 
su c h  d es tru c tiv e  d ev elopm en t 
havo  n o  o p tio n  le f t b u t  to  beg. 
B an n in g  th e m  Is like  b lam ing  
th e  v ictim  fo r th e  crim e; th e

ft.

re a l  c rim in a ls  a r e  th e  people  
w ho  h a v e  a ll th e  re so u rc e s  a t  
th e ir  co m m an d  a n d  h a v e  b een  
u n a b le  o r  unw illing  to  u se  
th ese  re so u rc e s  fo r ev ery o n e’s 
benefit.

In s te a d  o f b a n n in g  th e  a c t  o r  
begging, th e  G o v ern m en t 
sh o u ld  com e u p  w ith  c o n stru c 

tiv e  p ro 
g ra m m e s 
to  ga in fu l
ly em ploy 
b eg g ars . 
O therw ise,
It should 
leav e  th em  
a lo n e . If  a t  
a ll an y th 
in g  h a s  to  
b e  b a n n ed . 
It m u st be  
th e  b e g g 
in g  th a t  
o u r  f in an 
c ia l p lan 
n e r s  do  
fro m  th e  
W orld 
B ank  an d  
th e  IMF. 

B an  M anroohan  S ingh  a n d  h is 
type, fo r  i t  Is th e ir  ap p ro ach  
a n d  policies Which c re a te ,  an d  
a re  go ing  to  fu r th e r  c re a te , th e  
soc ial d e s titu tio n  o f  even la r 
g e r  n u m b er o f  people .
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