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LETTERS TO THI=EDITOR

B,an the biggerbeggar-

The proposed Billtoputa ban
on bogging Isyetanotherinst-
anceofthe Governmenttrying
to camouflage its failures.
Four-and-halfdecades after
takingoverthe reinsofthe
country,ourpoliticiansand
plannersare imabloto provide
basiceconomicandsocialsecu-
rity to a

large num-

berofthe

populace.

Indeed, a

distorted

and biased

developm-

entpro-

cesshas

displaced

and dispos-

sessed

thosewho

were eking

outa liveli-

hood, and

putall

natural

and finan-

cialresour-

ces Inthe

handsofa small butpowerful
elite. Ina haphazarddevelop-
ment.whiletherich have beco-
mericher, millionsorpeople
who are rendered destitute by
such destructive development
havonooption leftbutto beg.
Banning them Islike blaming
the victim forthe crime; the

realcriminalsare the people
who have allthe resources at
theircommandandhave been
unable orunwilling touse
these resources foreveryone’s
benefit.

Instead ofbanningthe actor
begging, the Government
should come up with construc-

tive pro-
grammes
to gainful-
lyemploy
beggars.
Otherwise,
It should
leave them
alone. Ifat
allanyth-
ing hasto
be banned.
Itmustbe
thebegg-
ingthat
ourfinan-
cialplan-
nersdo
from the
World
Bank and
the IMF.
Ban Manroohan Singh and his
type, foritlstheirapproach
and policies Whichcreate, and
are goingto furthercreate, the
social destitutionofeven lar-
gernumberofpeople.

Afthish Kothari
New Delhi



