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to read ana write, i ney tena to transfuse 
letters in a word, or see words as an 
incoherent jumble of alphabets. Dyslexia 
has been regarded as a perceptive condi
tion, a form of verbal colour blindness. Rub
bish, say newfound sceptics who pooh-pooh 
dyslexia as a bona fide disability According
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missal of claims by special interest groups, 
be they the dyslexic or the disenfranchised, 
is a form of social Darwinism which, in 
effect, tells the afflicted: Learn to swim, or 
sink, on your own. We are too compassion
ately fatigued to bother about you.
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Environment policy under wraps
X\) ■ By PANKAJ SEKHSARIA & and economistic in its approach, and

ASHISH KOTHARI \ 1 was directed at making the environ
ed n.- .. , _ .. ., , ment subservient to wealth generatingSome things die hard. Despite the wide- j , , 5 ^  f *
spread agreement within and outs de ^  the NEp ^  feu short of mak. 
the government on the citizens nght to , u  did not even

— 8 clearly state its longterm vlsion’or its ernment persist with an atm sp ot relation to other policies of the govern-
secrecy Baffling as it may sound, the ment ^  h £ ^  ^  ,

S U S S S  t e s t s  d r T S  °f absence a P a lp a t o r y  and "I environment and torests aralt ot consultative process tor its drafting.
toe National Enviromnent Policy just c  ^  especially raised that
finalised, but not available to the public. discussions had be^  held ; ith tadustr^

In the last few months, the media 0 *
debated issues related to the environ- S !
ment, forests and wildlife, notably the f l  j  * L .i i i i j m • u /tj • environment and most aiiected by itsproposed Scheduled Tribes (Recogni-tti a T3 - , , x rj-n onnV destruction, were not consulted at all.
report of the T J e r  Task Force (TTF)x r ttedto 4116 ment " i r
o " f w o " n t s  Si°nS n°”-g0V-have been a source of ernmental organisations,
serious differences it has [ v  / people and communi-
been h^rtenine ’ that K V , ty groups. FoUowing the

W o  h i l l  £ 0  7 \ J  intervention of the NAC,these have been dis- / s u/ , however, some consulta-cussed in an open and /..... S fflB i tions did occur raisine
transparent manner. Themmr  . ,. i , the hope that the processTTF in particular has and t£e flnal 0£tc0me

f 5 r r  would be a more demo-ation for the open, con- _. • ____
sultative arnd transparent ' h b b u d Th h d f yf

ouTandtha? he® S  r Z r t  made the P01^  *™ ld  now be marked sc-out and mat the entire report maae cret Qnl indicates that the approach of
“ n c ° r & “ eF rs ?  the environment ministry has only be-
Rights Bill, this too was made a public S  E S w oS  S m
document when the issue was raised by ^  0f the NEE A member of the
a cross-section of people working on is- NAC was recently sent a letter by the
sues reiatea to me iorests. environment ministry stating that the

However, for the last few months, the „. . .  V. . , , „ . ministry had no intentions ot makingministry of environment and forests •. DUui^
has been working on flnalising the P ^  j wonder whose national 
National Environment Policy (NEP). It environment * olicy lt reaU is m a t

finaf draft to L  S L f  mtatt”  near serious threat can “  t0 nationaltinal aralt to the prime minister near security for it to be a secret document?

before T t lf  taken to me " S e ?  t o  “  has once a«ain been left for membersit is taken to the camnet tor in civil society, individuals and organi-
approval. Shocking as it might sound, u b ^  ̂  t t th ^
not only has the draft been kept away f ,h rf ( d t f
from the public, it has even been correc5ve action; over 60 „rg^ i Sations
marked secret on every page. and individuals have now addressed an

In October 2004, more than 90 envi- , tt to him (hi ff
ronmental and social groups from the ^  d t darkness it is said is
country had collectively raised serious found J  underneaf t  the la„ p
concerns about the initial version of ^  ̂  fte  r00m A governmen^
S '6, V hap ' " ■ S  ‘ n6 committed to the citizcns' right toNational Advisory Council (NAC) call- information would do well b st* rti
mg for a new and participatory process • .. harkvard
for drafting the policy. There was a feel- an
ing that NEP was too anthropocentric eZ L Z Z a l aZn7ro«P
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