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to read ana write,
letters

1 ney tena to transfuse
in a word, or see words as an
incoherent jumble of alphabets. Dyslexia
has been regarded as a perceptive condi-
tion, aform of verbal colour blindness. Rub-
bish, say newfound sceptics who pooh-pooh
dyslexia as a bona fide disability According
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ately fatigued to bother about you.

Environment policy under wraps

X\) m By PANKAJ SEKHSARIA &
ASHISHKOTHARI \1

Sme things die hard. Bespite the wide-
spread agreement within and outs de
the government on the citizens nghtto

ermmerd pe rsistwith an atm |
secrecy é’ ?mg as It may smﬁ)nd the

81 dhvirorment and 6r8¢& drait &t
toe National Enviromnent Policy just
finalised, but not available to the public.

In the last few months, the media
debated issues related to the environ-
ment, f est dWI| ny the
propos ecognl
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and economistic in its approach, and
was directed at making the environ-
ment subservient to wealth genera?ng

N the NEp n feu short of mak.
did not even
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missal of claims by special interest groups,
be they the dyslexic or the disenfranchised,
is a form of social Darwinism which, in
effect, tells the afflicted: Learn to swim, or
sink, on your own. We are too compassion-
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environment ffahb mbst aiiected by its
destruction, were not consulted at all.

r

on

R 0 n Si°ns cch -
ave een & source of ginmental organlsatl S,
serious differences ithas [v / people and communi-
been h’\rtenlne that K 7 Vv, tytgroup? Fonomn thce
J intervention of the
these Haf tfs- / \5 ho owever. some consu@a
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Rights Bill, this too was made a public
document when the issue was raised by
a cross-section of people worklng onis-

sues reiatea to me jorest
However.\for the last few months, the

ministry of environment and forests

has been working on flnalising the
National Environment Policy (NEP). It

finafgraft 16 the Pritne mMitatier Mear
before Ty jlffaken {9 the ﬁ%ﬁe? it

approval. Shocking as |t might sound,
not only has the draft been kept away

from the public, it has even been

marked secret on every page
In October 2004, more than 90 envi-

ronmental and social groups from the
country had collectively raised serious
concerns about the initial version of

Riftional AdvishriPRouncilNAT) cal
mg for a new and participatory process
for drafting the policy. There was afeel-

ing that NEP was too anthropocentric
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the environment ministry has only be-
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~  0f the NEE A member of the
NAC was recently sent a letter by the

environment ministry stating that the
.nt'ﬂijslt,(y had no intentions ot making’
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