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N o  doubt there are certain advantages in joining the W W f as a N ature Club, buL.to 

~ N a f u r e  L,lub"‘A3vTsFr. hba've foun^  m at W wK ’s Nature*Oiib Mo^mcntTfaTTaiTTOTO get off 
in Delhi. Only 2-3 SQfeO&l* here have active clubs (of which one is no t even registeied). I h  
active and aware is n o t  essentially due to W W F's efforts but  mainly to the enthusiasm aud interest 
am ongst the club members. Ih is  may be because WWF pays far more attention to the Western 
region o f  India, since its headquarters are in Bombay, or because there is a lack o f  motivated teachers 
and -interested students in Delhi’s clubs 1 suspect'a-bOmbination o f both. In any case, what islimpor- 
tant is not w het he r  to register with WWF or not, but  the presence o f  a  mot iva ted ,  co m m i t t e d  teacher  
and a group o f enthusTSstic students. Put these together, use a bit o f initiative, and  you  have  a N a tu re  
Club. A t  times even a teacher may .‘not" bet* needed ; su 'euvironm enl/conacious ex-student or senior  
student wo uld  be enough to.coordinalc-ttie gu>up. jS t. Colntnba’S ScljacJliias a  gtodp of such  s tudents  
who r u n  a fairly ac t ive  g r o up ,  Frank A m h y u y  Public School students have attempted activising a g r ou p  
of s tuden ts  with very little he lp - f tpm teacher?. N aturally a  teacher is of ten  necessary in the case o f  young 
s tudent s ,  as a l so to  ga in  the app ro va l  o f  pa r en t s  a n d  schoo l  au t hor i t i e s  when  p la nn ing  a tr ip in or out of  
Delhi .

W ha t  to Do :

Th is  is the p a r t  where most  clubs get s t u c k - t h e y  have  “ no ih i ng  to d o ” . Thi s  compla in :  is hardly 
just ified.  W i t h  a  bit  ol  imag ina t ion ,  one ca nr ^H n k  up  a tho usa nd  a n d  one  projects  tha t  club  members
could un d er t a k e .  Before s ta i t ing the s tuden ts  on som e  woik .  it is im p o r t a n t  that  the} be aware  o f  why 
they are do ing  it. Otherwise ,  conserva t ion  will s imply become  an o t he r  act ivi ty winch has to be carr ied 
ou t  because the t eacher  says so.  M e m b e r s  mus t  know th a t  it is their  ov>n f u tu ie  which is imperi l led • 
they mus t  real ise t h a t  they are the o n ly  ones  who can do  something  a b o u t  it; t he)  must  be env ironment  
conscious .  Such a n  awareness  can be c rea ted  by va r ious  me thods ,  bo th  m the c l as sroom ai .d out  in the 
dl id-  Sl ide shows  a n d  films are the best  i n d o o r  means  o f  co m mu nic a t i ng  env i r o n m en ta l  issues. It rnuM

be no te d  th a t  mere  lectures,  unless del ivered by experts  (both in e n v i ro n m e n t  a n d  in speaking! can be
ex t remely  bo r i ng  a n d  will be th o r o u g h ly  d is l iked by club members.  Th e  Delh i  b r anc h  o f  W W F  has a 
few films a n d  sl ide shows with t aped  co m m en ta r i e s ,  on issues like wildli fe,  ecosystems a nd  the pol lut ion 
t h r ea t  to the Taj Ma ha l ,  l ne se  can be lent  on rt ques t  to a r ecogni sed  (not  necessar i ly r egis teied)  d u b  
K a lp av r i ksh ,  D e lh i ’s envi ronmenta l  act ion g r o u p  (more  abou t  that  l a ter , ,  also h a ,  a few slide-series on 
wildl i fe a n d  De lh i ' s  env i ronm enta l  p r o b le m s  w h i . h  can be used.  O t h e r  in format ive  and  i r reres t ina 
a p p r o a c h e s  a r e  a r r a n g in g  q u i z e s  and  debates  „ n  r elevan t topics.

O n ce  a su!: ic,cnt  degree o f  awareness  a nd  interest  has been c re a ted ,  the club can star t  working 
o n  a var ie ty o f  projects.  It is a good  idea to divide the  s tudent s  in to  smal l  g roups,  each ol which r an  
t ake up a specific project ,  ideas ,  i n f o r m at i o n  a nd  exper i ences  can then be exchanged between them.  
O ie p r o jec t  which  gets s tudent s  pa r t i cu la r ly  involved is t r ee -p lan t ing  Digging pits,  plant ing  sapl ings 
o r  seeds and  ca r  fully nur tu r ing  the m  till they can g row on their o w n  can  go a long way in i r c t i lca t i rg 

I ;v. for  natu re .  S imul taneously  the  useful  roles o f  a t ree (p roduc ing  oxygen,  b indinu



to il, attracting rain, providing .shadev teducing pollution ctc.,) must be explained to  the students. C  

tact a nursery or K alpavriksh on deU iU .of tree-planting-, Ibe season to do.this is just around the corner. 
Another project involving trees and bushes,is to label the ones in the school - t h e  labels should prefer^ 
ably bo in at least two. languages and should be tied on rather than nailed to  {he treo. t .

• ' -* . •; ? . ? u :« iJ v  ! &  W I . i r  : • : " '  >
'*• Project* involving reduction o f  wastage and curbing the pollution .©(^air and water can 

attempted.;- A:com post p it is a n  e x c ita n t  example ,  it effectively uses garbage wj^ich would otherwise
be b u rn t‘o r throw n in to  o « r l iv e s  an d  i t  psovides o rgan ic  tpapu re  w hich can ,n . , * • .  .2P,
la w n r  D iggii* such a  p M itsh o u ld .b e  a t  least S ,X  8 f t  and.4.5 f t  deep) will give the members, .some
strenuous exercise and  bring them -"closer to the soil, .. voi?* ’ <• 1

'.iyi »’• ~ .•  a' " ' A
-Another project o f  interest is. the detection o f air pollution., Details are fhown in the figuw. ^

• — •> ■•>• : ' (Ffonv'Bharafr Scouts and Guides. July 1979. Vol: 22. No 7) . >
•• • it • «K*«J ‘ •* «i* J___ :
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Other  project s  in the field which could be t aken up  include paper and tin recycling, making of 
amall-scale alternate energy models (e.g. solar cookers which would demonstrate pollution-less renew
able, free energy) and models of water treatment plants.

Y o u n g e r  students should be asked to bu i l dup  scrap books or files on specified animals or 
plants with diagrams, photographs and written material from wherever they can be co ecte . ease o 
not ask students to collect plants or insects - it is only another cruel way of injuring nature and would 
run contrary to what Nature Clubs are all about. A regular bulletin-board could be asslgned to the club 
so that its membirs could display their talents and give the rest of the school the message of conservation.
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One of the most rewarding and informative programmes a club can take up is to  arrange field 
trips in and out o f Delhi. 1 have seen from students’ reactions that this is by far the most exciting part 
of Nature Club activities. The length and duration o f such trips will obviously depend on finances, 
age and willingness of members; but one or two trips a year.are a must. Even in city.areas, one doesn’t 
have to go far to find nature. Delhi is fortunate in tbat it still has some beautiful.green w eas left. The 
southern ridgs forest opposite M iurya Hotel or the northern ridge near the university are two of Delhi’s 
wild life areas where the incredible beauty, complexity and serenity o f nature can easily be experienced. 
Trips to such areas will show the seasonal variations in vegetation imd bird life :? A nd ■ talking o f  wild 
life; Delhi in winter is a sight to see, with over 400 species o f birds collecting 1 here.=: A walk down the 
Jamuna will bo rewarded by the sight-of literally thousands- b f  ducks in the water.: The Delhi Zoo at 
any time, shows the enormous variety o f animal life'presefat in the world..' It.-- is im portant that during 
these trips members do not see only the pleasant sights, but also note disturbing factors like pollution 
or tree-cutting which contribute to 'm aking  Delhi a more unpleasant place ’ to  live in. A visit to the 
National Museum of N atural History is also a rewarding experience. Trips ou t of Delhi could be 
planned to nearby wildlife sanctuaries. These have to b.e carefully planned out ; WWF could help supply 
information about them.

v  = - V ■? - .V  ■ • ;

Over all this it is im portant that the club has the sym pathy, if no t active support, of the school 
administration. Official indifference or fiostility can make all efforts futile. Recently the saplings 
planted by the members of a school club were uprooted, and the students are too scared to ask what 
happened !

K a t p a v r i k s 1! —D e l h i ’s E n v i r o n m e n t a l  A c t i o n  G r o u p

F e e l i n g  the u rgen t  n e e d  for  a you th -cen te red  env i ron me nta l  move men t  in Delhi ,  s tu de n t s  f r c m  
var ious  sc hoo l s  a n d  col leges got  toge ther  to  to' rm K a lp a v r ik sh ,  bas ical ly an act ion-or iented g roup .  
K a l pa vr iks h  has in the pas t  successful ly  p ro tes t ed  aga ins t  the  des truc t ion  o f  the Ridge and  o the r  
fo res ts  in Delhi ,  a n d  al so raised its voice against  indi scr imina te  wildlife shoot ing  a nd  the da n g e r ou s  
smoke  p o l . u t i o n  caused by I n d r a p r a s t h a  P o w e r  S t a t i o n ,  its m e m b e r s  run the few a c i i \ e  N a t u i e  
Clubs  in D; lh i ,  a n d  t r y  to increase their  n um be r  by giv ing 's l ide  show s  and ta lks  on var ious  en%iion- 
mental  i ssues.  It has o rg a n i s e d  f r e q ue n t  excursions  in Delhi  uiu.  even  a few tr ips out  o f  Bcl. ii .  i h e  mos t  
amb i t ious  tr ip so f ar  has Oeen a 15-day t rek th ro ugh  Tehr i  G a r h w a l  where the  ‘ h ip ko  A r d o l a n  is 
active.  Recent ly  it held a meet ing  o f  en v i r on m en ta l  activists f rom  var ious par ts  o f  . India ,  organised a 
b i r d - c o u n t  and  o p e n e d  a d ia logue wi th the  Lt.  G o v e r n o r  a n d  G o v e r n m e n t  hor t icul tur is ts  on  the iss- <-

o f  saving a n d  e n la r g i ng  Delhi 's  green areas.  ,
K a lp a v r ik sh  believes tha t  individual s  can do  a great  j e a l  to help  avoid the ‘eco-catas t rophe that

faces us. TH * N’ l t u r e  C lu b  mo v e m en t ,  i f  it p ic k s  up and  sp r eads ,  could  play a  vital role in c h a n n e l l 

ing In Jia 's v o u th  i!it-"> d s ' run ' ! ,  effective,  lons - t e rm  env i ron me nta l  movement .
I) • i . !

(A s h ish  K o ih a ri, a 1 s i yeer stud ent of S o c io lo g y  in D elhi U niversity, has be e n an , ctive m em „e, o.
Club of Serdar P -te l Vidyalava. H e  n o w  f u n c t i o n s  a s  the A d v iso r to the samo C lu b . We w ill bo happy to  in tro d u ce
h im  to any other sc h o o ls  in D elhi interested in starting a Nature C lu b . A sh ish  is  also active ,n Kalpavriksh and is one ,

the editors of th eir b i-m o n th ly  N ew sletter, N a tu re .) _______ ______________________ ______  _ - --------------  —  • ~

T h e  Aug us t  issue o f  P A T H W A Y S  will ca r ry  an  ar t i cle  on ‘T R E E S ’ -  which _ i
we h o p e  can form the  basis  o f  a p rojec t  in y o u r  schoo l ,  next term.

—Gayatri I\ oorthy.
I ___
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