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Standards to
fall

Industrie* usin® 1 . . ited
technology, banned in
other countries,
deforestation,destruction
oflakes nod ponds*nd ihe
degradation ofour ciiics.
has become ihe hallmark
ofour nation today."A lax
bureaucracy and non-
implemcntaiaion of law?.”
arc among the reasons
responsible lor such
environmental problems
said. Deputy chairperson
of the Karnataka
Legislative Council Rani
Satish.She wenton to add
that India lags far behind
other developed and
developing countries with
regards 10 enviromenial
projection. Ifsuchuends
do not change, we can
anticipate a sharp fall in
the living stardare of al!
Indian* in the days to
come.

Brawn for
prawn

Inahistoricjudgement in
defenceo fthe livelihoods
ofover50 million coastal
people, the supreme court
ordered the demolition
and destruction of
thousands o f aguaculture
prawns farms set up by
multinationals and Indian
companies inanestimated
one lakh acres of
ecologically fragile lands
alongthecountry’s coast.
These areas had been
taken over or encroached
upon by prawn farms
using money and muscle
power. In future, no
publicand/orgovemmenl
land can be diverted for
aqua-farming stated the
Supreme Court.

Their last
swing

One of the rarest of the
pi mate species . the
golden langur, is facing
extinction. Increasing
encroachment on their
habitat and smuggling
have ledu>a sharpdecline
in theirnumbers

The Chakrashila WJldlile
Sanctuary is one safe
haven lor them say
activists of Nature's
Beckon,an environmental
group. Thoughtherehave
been encouraging trends
in recent months, the
government response to
the crisis is still not
adequate they point out.
Primates all ovc' the
Northeastare introubleon
account of large scale
deforestation

The isiue of people and porks isdestined to
take on greater significance in the days to

come. This view expresses one issue of

immediate and serious
Ashish Kothari

Adlvealcultures should be u

n India, the natural
environment is important
notonly for its aesthetic and
intangibleecological benefits,
but mere so for being the survival
baseofhundredsofmillionsofpoor
people who eke out a daily living
from land, forests, wetlands, and
wildlife.
imperativethat nature be protected,
the survival of the poor carnvot be
swept aside
The Supreme Courtorders to
relocate 1500 polluting industries

W hile il is morally

from Delhi, and to throw out all
encroachments from the Delhi
Ridge Reserved Forest, arc
ur.jx*i.:ntiaodmarks. O va 3t),CXX)
wori®rs employed in these
industriesmayberenderedjobless,
ano cash compensation is no
substituic

TV slum-dwellersand villages
who arc being thrown out of their
current settlements on the Ridge.
Alsonumberseveralthousand

Atthe same lime, luxury farm-
houses belonging to influential
people, which are immediately
adjacent to the villages, have been
declared lobe outside the Reserved
Forest, andthusallowed toslay on!

Other
symptomatic of a malaise that has
deep roots in elite wurban
environmentalism. The legitimate

examples arc

ancon <<wildlifeconservationhas
resuluxiin the establishmentof an
extensivenetworkofprotected aras
(PAs). These areas lwibour some
of our last natural habitats and
wildlife populati***. bui they arc
alsu home to perhaps over three

concern writes

sed to further conservation objective*.Buthow "IB thto be potable Hthe adhraalathemsetve*
arsaSsnettd frsm the objective cfanbig forest

an the air, but
cost of poor

millionruralpeople. Unfortunately,
conservationist demands for raid
protection have resulted in the
forcibleevictionofthousands.

Conservationists justifisbly
pointout(hatoutside vested inlnesti
(fishtradersinP ath, thelandmafia
inBonvali)oftenbenefitinthe name
of the poor, and that resource
exploitation is often extremely
destructive. But in the processof
targeting these unscrupulous
elenxnts.ilisthepeerwhoarewen*
affected.

Unfortunately. most
conservationists have remained
unenlhusiastic about helping the
poortogainarespectablelivelihood
whichcantakethem away from the
clutchesofcxromecrcialinterests.

Untotunaieiy too, inoivanrights
vWtivisu have ignored the fact that
legally protected areas have oflai
been the only defence against
<fes*roctive industrialexpansion,and
lhat sharply divided local
communitiesair notalwaysihebe«
conservationists.

Environmentalists are
undoubtedly acting out of a
legitimate sense of urgency and
desperation. Yet. though wecaiuw
alJwayspredicttheoutcomesoftheir
irtions. we seem to be very slow
learners from past experience, and
sufferfrom hugeblindspots.

Weputfullfaithinbureaucratic
action to save the environment or
rehabiliuie the poor, though we
know lhat governments lack the
willpowerto do so.

V\Vfeel (ratherunscientifically)
lhat any resource use inside a

e"protected mea is deinmcnial lo

biodiversity, but accept tourism
(albeit "eco-tourism™) in the same
area, and indulgingin ilourselves.

Mostdamningisourblind spot
towards our own consumerist
demands on resources, which give
rise to many of the country's
destructivedevelopmental projects.
Marble from mining in Sariska
TigerReservendcmsa a hemes;cwr
cars pollutethe air which we want
the Delhi Ridge's©clean\Ip

We do not *ant the eyesore
industries which produce the
(fixkiosweuse. wtwedonotmind
them being relocated insomerural
area where they result in forcible
acquisition ofagricultural land and
ha&uds to the air and wjier of
villagers.

Asuit*nervironmenui:v.s, we
must be willing to confront the
model of development which we
benefitfrom,andwhichisth*cause
ofmanyoftheconflicts.

Theproblem*o f Rajaji National
PwkemanatelessfromGujja* and
rope-weavers and more from the
unchecked urban expansion of
Dehradun and Rishikesh and
Haridwar. iht Chilla Hydro-
elecuicity channel, nnd massive
industrialcompW xes. All ofwhich
havecreated problems notonly for
wildlife but for ihe villagers of
Todadoshwho fish inthe reservow.
but the Perch dam itself, to build
which the villagers were Irought
there in lhc first place.

Yethow manyofushave asked
fortheclosureofdieChilbi llannel;
or for taking oil private cars from

Delhi's sireeu and replacing lhem
by goodpublic transport?

SoitiC environmental groups
havebeguntospeakoutagainstthe
above injustice. Kaipavriksh,
Shrishti. Vatavaran, WW F-I,
DRAG,andothershavecontkmnal
theactknagain* Rlunvdwelkrsand
villages* oo the Delhi Ridge, and
demanded llial action instead be
taken against Thc major (VativjefT
Wildlifecmscrvationjsts like Lieu
Sahgul have joined mass
movement* against (loMruclire
development projects; in turn,
movement leader* like Medha
Paikar have joined ihc appeal u>
praolthetiger.

As urban ceranvabociBC, we
arerealjsinglhatwhen ilcomeslo
ihe crunch,iti.nolwe who willbe
blocking ihe bulldozer* of
developers. Il will be villa#g**
whose livelihoodsarednedened, as
in Saris*;»T i6h *Reservewtere they
slopped rampant mining. Local
communities must therefore be
involved in foresl and wildlife
conservation, with riglils lo
decision making powers and lo
livelihood resources.

Bnvkonmentslists xvd human
rightsadvocate*need agreementoo
some basicelementsofa canmon
platform, including: no forcible
elispiacementoikocalcommunities
Com either environmental or
developmental projects; no
exploitation ofthreatened wildlife
species: rejection of commercial-
industrial projects in natural
habitats;andequitable partnerships
for conservation and livelihood
generation.

Environmental sustainability
cannot be achieved withiM *cial
equity. Bothpoorpeopleandurtw
environmentalists have a common
enemy inthecommecreial-mkiHjial
juggernaut which llurat-fiv e
convertevery natural liahilat into
raw material and every rural
community intochcap labour. The
soonerweurtxinenvironinenlaiists
erase our blind spots, and start
secin)'iliinRsfrom thepointo f view
of tlk |«-»r.the surer willwebe of
achieving <«i»objective*



