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M em orable Fast
A S H IS H  K O T H A R !

U  ■  f e v e r  a  m a n  h a s  s t a k e d  h i s  lil'e to > av e  h i s  

M  S  c o u n t r y  f r o m  t h e  d i s a s t e r s  o f  a  p e r v e r s e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  S u n d e r l a l  

B a h u g u n a  in  t h e  l a s t  t w o  m o n t h s .  S t a r t i n g  h i s  

u p o v a o s  in  ja i l  a f t e r  b e i n g  a r r e s t e d  from  t h e  s i t e  o f  

t h e  u p c o m i n g T e h r i  D a m  i n  G a r h w a l  o n  F ebrua ry  

2 8 .  S u n d e r l a l j i  c o n t i n u e d  to  r e f u s e  food u n t i l ,  a  fu l l  

4 5  clays la t er ,  o n  A p r i l  12.  a n  a s s u r a n c e  from  the  

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  p e r s t w d e d  h i m  t o  " s t a y ’ i l e a v i n y  

o p e n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  r e s u m i n g )  h i s  fas t .  F o r  t h e  

m e m b e r s  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  a n t i - T e h r i  D a m  

m o v e m e n t ,  a s  a l s o  for  t h e  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  

p e o p le  w h o s e  l i v u s h a v c  b e e n  t o u c h e d  b y  th e  C h i p k o  

m o v e m e n t ,  t h i s  a c t i o n  c a m e  n o t  to o  s o o n .  For.  

w h a t e v e r  t h e  i n d o m i t a b l e  sp ir i t  that,  ca rr ied  h im  

o n  for  m u c h  l o n g e r  t h a n  m o s t  o f  u s  w ould  h a v e  

M irv ived .  t h e r e  i s  a  l i m i t  to  w h a t  a  fra il  a n d  a g i n g  

bod.x c a n  t a k e ,  a n d  s u r e l y  4 o  d a y s  n m s l  h a v e  b e e n  

p e r i l o u s l y  c l o s e  to  t h a t  l im i t .
I n t e n d e d  t o  h a r n e s s  t h e  h y d r o - e l e c t  ricity p o t e n ­

t i a l  <>t't v.<> H i m a l a y a n  r i v e r s .  B h a g i r a t h i  a n d  B h i -  

a n g a n a .  t h e  s a f e l y  a s p e c t ,  d i s p l a c e m e n t . a n d  e n v i ­

r o n m e n t a l  elTects  o f  t h e  T e h r i  D a m  r e m a i n  a r e a s  

o f  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n .  T h e  P u b l i c  I n v e s t m e n t  B o a rd  

h a >  not y e t  c l e a r e d  it .  a n d  t h e  M i n i s t n  o f E n v i r o n -  

m e n t  ha.v r e c e n t l y  a d m i t t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  ii 
i m p o s e d  w h i l e  g i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n a l  c l e a r a n c e  h a v e  

n o t  b e e n  f u l f i l l e d .  T h e  r e c e n t  e a r t h q u a k e  in 

L 't t a r k a s h i  h a *  p u t a  f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n  m a r k  o n  th e  

d a m .  a s  p u b l i c l y  s t a t e d  b y  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  

h i m s e l f  w h i l e  t o u r i n g  t h e  q u a k e - h i t  area .
V e t  n o  r e v i e w  h a s  b e e n  l a u n c h e d ,  n o r  c o n s t r u c ­

t i o n  w o r k  s l o p p e d .  It  i s  in  t h i s  c o n t e x t  th a t  locaJ 

p e o p l e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  o p p o s e  t h e  d a m .  S in c e  O c to b er  

2 8 .  l f ) 9 1 .  a  d h a r n a  c o m m e n c e d  a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  

t h e  d a m  s i i e  v\ i t h  s u p p o r t e r s  t a k i n g  t u r n *  tu s i t  in  

p r o t e s t  A f t e r  a  m a s s i v e  r a l l y  o n  D e c c e m b e r  M  of  

m o r e  t h a n  5 0 0 0  p e o p l e ,  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  s q u a l l e d  on  

t h e  m a c h i n e s .  F r o m  D e c e m b e r  1 4 ,1 9 9 1  to February  

2H. 1 9 9 2 . t h e T e h r > B a n d h V i r o d h S a n g h a r s h S a m i t i  

m e m b e r s  w e r e  a b le  t o  s t o p  a l l  w o r k  o n  t h e  d a m .  a

T I > ; t m t h n r  i s  th e  f o u n d c r - m e n ih e r  n fK t i f jH ic r ih is h .  

a n  c m - i r o n n i v n t t i l  a c t i o n  g n u / / / .  t i u t l u  / . a  t u r e r u t  
t h r  h t t / i a n  I n s t i t u t e  <>l P u b / i i  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

N e w  D e lh i .

h i s t o r i c  a c h i e v e m e n t  i n  it se l f .  T h e i r  ju s t i f i c a t i o n  

w a s  th a t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k  o n  t h e  d a m  w a s  in  a n y  

c a s e  i l l e g a l ,  s i n c e  i t  h a d  n o t  y e t  r e c e i v e d  P u b l i c  

I n v e s t m e n t  B o a r d  'P J B )  c l e a r a n c e .
T h e n  s u d d e n l y ,  a t  1 .3 0  A M  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 8 .  

S u n d e r  la  I B a h u g u n a  a n d  4 0  o t h e r  s a t y a g r a h i s  

w e r e  a r r e s t e d .  T h e i r  c a m p  w a s  b r o k e n  u p ,  an d  

S e c t i o n  1-14 i m p o s e d  o n  t h e  a r c a . T k o  a r r e s t e d  

a c t i v i s t s  w e r e  t a k e n  to  v a r i o u s  ja i l s .  S u n d e r l a l j i .  

h i s  w ife ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  a c t iv i s t  w e n t  o n  i m m e d i a t e  

fa s t ,  a n d  w e r e  s h i f t e d  fi r s t  to  K o o r k e e .  t h e n  to 

M e e r u t .  A  w r i t  w a s  f i l e d  by  t h e  I N T A C H  a n d  

P U C I ,  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  a r r e s t ,  a n d  o n  M a r c h  8 ,  t h e y  

w e r e  r e l e a s e  u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y .  B a c k  in  T e h r i .  

V im l a j i  a n d  B is i i t j i  b r o k e  t h e i r  fa s t .  S u n d e r l a l j i  

c o n t i n u e d  h i s .  s a y i n g  t h a t  h e  h a d  r e c e i v e d  no  

c o n c r e t e  r e s p o n s e  o n  p a r t  o f t  h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  E v en  

w h e n ,  in a n  u p r e e e d e n l e d  m o v e  o n  M a r c h  IS. 

M e m b e r s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  u n a n i m o u s l y  a p p e a l e d  to  

•S underla l j i  to  g i v e  u p  h i s  fa s t ,  h e  e x p r e s s e d  h i '  

i n a b i l i t y  to  d o  >o u n i  il  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  g a v e  

d e f i n i t e  r e s p o n s e  t o  i h e  c a l l  for  a  r e v i e w ,  a n d  

s l o p p e d  t h e  i l l e g a l  w o r k  w h i c h  h a d  s i n c e  b e e n  

r e s u m e d  a t  t h e  d a m  s i te .
P r o t e s t s  c o n t i n u e d  in T e h r i .  s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s ,  

a n d  D e l h i .  O n  M a r c h  10.  a ra lly o f  o v e r  1 5 0 0  

p e o p l e ,  m o s t l y  f r o m  t h e  s u b m e r g e n c e  z o n e ,  w as  

h e l d .  T h e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  b r o k e  t h r o u g h  t h e  poli ce  

b a r r i c a d e s . d e l i b e r a t e l y  v i o l a t i n g  S e c t i o n  1-14 

i m p o s e d  o n  t h e  a r e a ,  a n d  s a t  for  a  s y m b o l i c  h a l f  

h o u r  o n  t h e  m a c h i n e s  a t  t h e  s i t e .  T e n s i o n  in  th e  

a r e a  k e p t  b u i l d i n g  u p  a s  t h e  f a s t  c o n t i n u e d ,  a n d  

w a s  r e l a x e d  on ly  w h e n  it  w a s  s u s p e n d e d  a f t e r  th e  

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  o r d e r e d  a  h a l t  to b l a s t i n g  i n  th e  

a r e a ,  a n d  a s s u r e d  t h e  M P s .  G e o r g e  F e r n a n d e s  an d  

R a j m o h a n  G a n d h i ,  o f  a  rev iew  .

♦

M E A N W H I L E ,  m a n y  p e o p l e  h a v e  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  

v a l i d i t y  o f  u s i n g  t h e  f a s t  a s  a  tac t ic .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  

i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l e v a n t  in t h e  c a s e  o f  S u n d e r l a l  

B a h u g u n a  w h o  h a s  g o n e  o n  fast, m o r e  t h a n  on ce .

I Jut l e a v i n g  a s i d e  t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for  p r e v i A i s  

o c c a s i o n s ,  t h i s  t i m e  S u n d e r l a l j i  s e e m s  to  h a v e  b een  

l e ft  w i t h  l i t t l e  o t h e r  o p t i o n .  A l l  l e g i t i m a t e  f o r m s  o f  

d i s s e n t  a n d  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  r a i s i n g  h a v e  b e e n  tried

1,1-vtNM •



out l>\ t h e  T e h r i  m ovem ent m e m b e r s ,  l o  no avail.

/
mI I k>» rvyM .n d r y  tv v a U M - 'r fM ir  im ^n *•!)*->. a n d  I  h i l l .

l u ' l i l y i n u  I V h n  D ^rn  i n  t in -  ih h iv  

i iK v lll lK  I V i l l i '  m v d -  i*  mih!  t  .<II” U -
A n d  fo r  a  p e r s o n  w h o  ha.- s e e n  h i s  lieloved inoun- 
M iiis  h e  ini; a u c t io n e d  o f f a l  tlx* w h im s  o f a  o d io u s  
a n d  in s e n s i t iv e  M a li1 for well o v e r  h a l f  a  c e i i l u r \ .  
u l i a t  o i l ie r  fo rm  o f  ac tion  is  left?  In  a n \  c a se ,  a -  
.S underla l j i  repea ted!*  s t a t e d .  h i#  w as  a n  u /k u n a s  
'p r a y e r f u l  fa s t) ,  a s  opposed  to  a  h h u k h  h a r ta l  
‘p r o t e s t  fast) ,  a n d  h e  w as  on ly  " g iv in g  h i m s e l f  into 
t h e  hand .-  o f  G o d ” a s  h i s  la s t  op t io n .  T h a t  is  w h y  h e  
w a s  o p e n ly  t a k i n g  lime w a t e r  a n d  h o n e y  ' b u t  no 
solids/,  a n d  t h a t  is  w h y  h e  r e p e a te d ly  to ld  a n x io u s  
s u p p o r t e r s  to  c o n s id e r  th e  i s s u e  a n d  no t th e  p e rso n  

Now  t h a t  t h e  f a s t  h a s  b e e n  p u t  o n  h o ld ,  th e  
h e a v in e s s  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  a ll  o f  u s  w h o  h a v e  been  

w o r r ie d  s ick  fo r  t h e  last  m o n th ,  w o u ld  b e  lifted. 
B u t  o n ly  p a r t i a l l y ,  for t h e  r e a l  i s s u e  o f  t h e  
d e s t r u c t i v e  d a m .  a n d  o f  t h e  w id e r  q u e s t i o n s  
r e g a r d i n g  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  p a t h - a n d  soc ia l  ju s t ic e ,  
-rill  loom s la rge .

NVhilc g i v i n g  u p  I n -  f a s t  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t . 
.S u n d e r la l j i  .said: I d o  h o p e  t h a t  w h i le  t h e  in v e s t  i 
g a t io n  p r o c e e d s  a l l  work o n  t h e  p ro jec t  u» h a l te d  
a n d  t h e  p e o p l e s  m o v e m e n t  to  s a v f  t h e  < Ja n g a  a n d  

th e  H i m a l a y a s  in te n s i f ie d ."
T h e r e a f t e r ,  h e  e x p la in e d :
l’ .i ilx* lime- Ivin" I «us|*m»4 mv i  lm* i htl *.«-i 
« Inch n«liu-ui.>piinurtl.H tii.n I* .n.uli«lieIx nrt*
• I rtMoiKvrrH‘d. spwiwlh in * iivm.ni *' lien'  mI.-ik* h.«* 
Iw’-iiv ilic cull n f ih i tLty IIii-n'h* m\ humMf !>• 
ii-iiimkI I be iwllini lllid m«l»*»n-k.'iK» ;n» |'iAli*»d ty (lie 
Knitter i*MlK, NiiliiiiiUllh'«nly ».•» (i—.t»clli« pr--Jik m* 
lm my huniimkind.
T h r e e  i m m e d i a t e  a c t i o n s  d i a l  r e a d e r - a r e  u r g e d  

t o c o n - i d e r  a | » a r t  f r o m  g o i n g  t o T e h n  a n d  m v o lv u iL '  

t h e m s e l v e -  i n  s u p |> o r t  a c t i o n s  e l s e w h e r e ,  a r e :  
l Uiyinjr t h e  I 'l im c M in ister t«  m v i.h v  independent 

H v n l N s i t i t i V i i i M v  tfn d i 'in u iin m cD ld lK *  in  th e  
j n | i i ' i i c * m t ; l U  pi»jct1 . <iKlli*nuk«- ihv'cnlKV 
p p w - » l  rev*e« pul'lic iHer*- i-<dher»i«< .1 te a l  
d*i>i.vi h quiet i’* v M ip  >vin;:d-irv in  I h e  n » m e » | 
d rrv tfM . *nd K.luri- * c  kn<.%» if. ih c  yt»vcriimenc 
o n jld  o*m»' '-u l * i th  m <4«teffR n l 11**1 i t x  pi"Kv*. i* 

ih. K - i  I him; t h-«: Imppeiud i»* ll*« <"umn li 
p« flMp- Uv«Um I l ls  th*l S»i"*l* *T̂l»* l»»* •«'{•

III- 1**1. k'Mllmi ••l-vll the  |*~-lN?i|> *.| 
i i -u m m t ii i- il*- ~>.«vi nirx in d<%-» ih-i •lick I • •:» 
n..id In I In* v»<nlc»l. m d« m«»ud i i i , H  - l - i  l»  n-.il- 
Ih.tl *hile I he re*** »-"li m iudk ;*l *i»l dl '. / .  n-’ 
icum JM ildK-M i up |i»cn-un iImi ••nih»
dam eari k*» «in illej.--ll)
Knr lh»iH- “ Iu* in lk‘lhi <nd nlhpi iikIP'P*Iim-».«I»< 
arv Mx-kiny iln- icwkjhv* »l theom niry  l»cului i*. 
i'Ui iiicAi'nwnd*nt«>k\11hilt *»»d u^n-i.
I*i * - k  M ur« ic lvv»»helhei H l -  | u - l l l k d  | m**Uv - ueli 
«x*'k>f:ic*t * n d  -*1*1 di-rupl»««n \V » ie r  »r>d p**»vi 

< l)iirlit;v«  i n d t k * i r r  m m ’ <  r v s i l i  MfiiK’llK x-ni « n d  

u n « ie lu l  U H -. n n d  o t  t i n ^ i M l  d i- tid iU lH in . i - i i k - r  

t h ^ n  «.| - h - .h jU *  A.*nwnd i iR re » -c  W e  - ln -u ld  i « u -  

- l u t e m c m -  llM t » e  «»»e i»**l p iv p n n -d  In «uck **inK’

— -------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- J

H Tjv t h v  D a m  i.% /h ih .u  O p p o s e d

P r im e  M im - te r  N a r a s im h a  I tao  h a s  a p p a ren t ly  
s t a r t e d  a  rev iew  of t h e  T e h r i  D am . th o u g h  the  
c o n to u r s  o f  th is  r e v ie w  a r e  n o t  y e t  know n. S u c h  a 
r e e x a m i n a t i o n  is  long  o v e r d u e .  T w e n ty th re e  
v i l la g e s  a n d  t h e  h is to r ic  T e h r i  to w n  will b e  sub- 
m e rg e d .  th e r e b y  d is p la c in g 9 0 ,0 0 0 people. O ngoing  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  m e a s u r e s  a r e  h a l f -h e a r t e d  a n d  
c a l lo u s ,  a n d  th e r e  is l i t t le  s ig n  o f  chan g e .  T h e re  is 
a lso th e im p o ru » n t< )u e s t io n o f  w h e th e r  it  is justified 
to  c a u s e  so m u c h  ecological a n d  social d is ru p t io n  in 
t h e  f ra g i le  H im a la y a s ,  t o c a t e r  m a in ly  t o t h e  pow er 
a n d  w a t r r  d e m a n d s  of  l a rg e  f a r m e r s  a n d  u r b a n  

p o p u l a t i o n s  in  t h e  p la in s .  B u t  t h e  s t ro n g e s t  
A r g u m e n t  a g a in s t  t h e  p ro jec t  h a s  b een  th a t  i t  falls 
in  a  h ig h ly  e a r th q u a k e - p r o n e  a r e a ,  w h ic h  could  
e x p e r ie n c e  q u a k e s  w i th  a n  in te n s i t y  o f  8+  on th e  
R ic h te r  sca le .  T h e  d a m  is d e s ig n e d  to  w i th s ta n d  an  

e a r t h q u a k e  of m a x im u m  7.2 in te n s i ty .  I f  a  q u a k e  
c a u s e s  t h o  d a m  to b u r s t ,  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  Hoods w ould  
d e v a s t a t e  to w n s  l ike  I l a r d  w a r  a n d  R ish ik esh .  E ven  
a n  e m e r g e n c y  r e le a s e  o f  w a t e r  d u r i n g  p eak  floods, 

o r  d u e  to  la n d s l id e  iro m  t h e  f rag ile  h i l ls id es  
a r o u n d  t h e  r e s e rv o i r ,  cou ld  i n u n d a t e  th e s e  to w n s  

a n d  h u n d r e d s  o f  v i l la g e s  d o w n s t r e a m .  R ecords  

long  s u p p r e s s e d  b> t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  sh o w  t h a t  on 
m o r e  t h a n  o n e  o c c a s io n ,  e m e rg e n c y  re lea .-es  from  
t h e  B h a k r a  D a m .  fo r  in s ta n c e .  h a \ e  c a u s e d  m a s s  

i n u n d a t i o n  in  P u n ja b .
In  a d d i t i o n ,  t h o u g h  a l l  c o s t -b e n e f i t  a n a ly s i s  is 

b a s e d  o n  a n  e s t i m a t e d  100 y e a r  l i fe -span  o f  t h e  
d a m .  t h e r e  i s  a p p r e h e n s i o n  t h a t  t h e  T e h n  p ro jec t  

w il l  no t s u r v i v e  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  t h a t  per iod  

b e c a u s e  o f  a  h i g h  r a t e  o f  s i l t a t i o n .  T h i s  f u r t h e r  

r a i s e s  d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  e c o n o m ic  v ia b i l i ty  o f  th e  

d a m  w h i c h  h a s  a l r e a d y  s e e n  a  g r e a t e r  t h a n  20-fold 

i n c r e a s e  in  c o - t  s i n c e  it w a s  o r ig m a lK  p roposed .  

T h e  r e c e n t  new * , i n  f a c t ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  d a m  is  to  cost 

K -  1000  c r o r e s  m o r e  d u e  to  t h e  r u p e e  d e v a lu a t io n ,  

b r i n g i n g  t h e  Lotal co s t  to  a  w h o p p in g  R s  4 0 0 0  

c r o r e s  W i t h  t h e  R u s s i a n s  l ike lv  to  b ack  o u t  f ro m  

t h e i r  e a r  h e r  c o m n n t m e n t t o  f i n a n c e  t h e  d a m .  t h e r e  

i s  n o  id e a  w h e r e  t h i - a m o u n t  is  g o in g  »o co m e  from .
D e s p i t e  s e v e r a l  c l e a r  w a r n i n g s  a g a i n s t  c a r r y in g  

o n  w o r k ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  u n a n i m o u s  re je c t io n  by a  

c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  U n i o n  M i n i s t r y  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t  

w h i c h  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  v a r i o u s  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  t h e  

T e h r i  H y d r o p o w e r  D e v e l o p m e n t  C o r p o r a t i o n  

i T H  D C  i h a s  c a r r i e d  o n  t h e  w o r k . T h e  f o u n d a t i o n  of

i t  A M l m u r t l  u h  i * i V  X U

A P t* . ie  1902


