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other forces, have undermined much of those intentions.

What is to keep Ladakh from going in the same direction, especially as it will have to generate a
lot of its own resources? The frenzy of construction by Ladakhis in Leh, for what are clearly
short-term profits from tourism, raises such a question.

This is a concern that local leaders are well aware of — like Chhering Dorjay Lakruk, vice-chair of
the Apex Body, one of the two regional organisations spearheading the movement - the other
being Kargil Democratic Alliance.

Lakruk has said that since ecology, including climate, and culture have been at the core of their
demands, the hope is that these will form the foundation of their vision for an autonomous
Ladakh. Climate activist Sonam Wangchuk and several Ladakhi youth involved in the agitation,
have said the same.

In any case, these visions can only be put to the test if and when the constitutional status of
autonomy is recognised.

For too many years, the time and energy of Ladakhis have been wasted having to demand their
most fundamental rights. This is not of benefit to either Ladakh or the rest of the subcontinent,
given that the region is part of the largest freshwater reservoirs that hundreds of millions of
people depend on, and that it is in one of India’s most geopolitically sensitive areas

But if the Centre continues to sidestep the main issue of autonomy and self-governance, the geo-
politically important and climate-sensitive region will continue to be on the boil, even in the sub-
zero temperatures of the highest plateau of India.

Ashish Kothari is with Vikalp Sangam and Global Tapestry of Alternatives.
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